
table of contents IX

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Foreword V

Preface VII

I. THE EARLY YEARS 1
1. A Family Trademark 1
2. Years of Legal Training 3
3. A First Benchmark [1860] 5

II. PROFESSORSHIP IN AMSTERDAM [1862-1893] 7
1. Law of Commerce at the Athenaeum Illustre [1862-1876] 7
2. Private International Law at the University of Amsterdam [1877-1893] 9

III. MARRIAGE AND FAMILY LIFE 15

IV. INTERNATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP [1862-1900] 17
1. L’Association pour le progrès des sciences sociales [1862] 17
2. Revue de droit international et de législation comparée [1869] 19
3. The Organization of International Law [1873] 21
4. The International Law Association [1873] 22
5. Institut de droit international [1873] 24
6. Private International Law: Asser and Mancini [1874] 27
7. The Sketch of Private International Law [1880] 30
8. Presidency of the Institut [1898-1900] 31

V. DIPLOMACY AND COUNSELLORSHIP [1878-1893] 32
1. Counsellorship  32
2. Diplomatic Conferences 33

VI. THE HAGUE CONFERENCES ON PRIVATE INTERNATIONAL LAW 
 [1893-1904] 35
1. The First Hague Conference [12-25 September 1893] 35
2. The Second Hague Conference [25 June-13 July 1894] 39
3. The Standing State Committee on Private International Law [1897-1913] 40
4. The Third Hague Conference [29 May-18 June 1900] 41
5. The Fourth Hague Conference [16 May-7 June 1904] 42
6. Appraisal 43

VII. THE FIRST HAGUE PEACE CONFERENCE [1899] 46
1. The Political Backdrop 46



table of contentsX

2. Asser and Martens  46
3. Asser’s Achievements  49
4. The Second Commission 51
5. The Third Commission 52
 – A PERMANENT COURT 53
 – MATTERS OF PROCEDURE 54
 – REVISION 55
 – COMMISSIONS OF INQUIRY 56
 – AN OPEN OR CLOSED CONVENTION? 56

VIII. THE PERMANENT COURT OF ARBITRATION [1900-1902] 58
1. Hesitant Beginnings 58
2. The Bering Straits Case [1902] 58
3. The Pious Fund Case [1902] 59

IX. THE PEACE PALACE 61

X. TOBIAS ASSER’S STATUS AT HOME AND ABROAD  64

XI. THE SECOND HAGUE PEACE CONFERENCE [1907] 67
1. The Social and Political Climate 67
2. The Conference Programme 68
3. The First Commission 69
4. Universal Obligatory Arbitration 70
5. The PCA: Procedural Issues  71
6. The Proposed ‘Court of Arbitral Justice’ 72
7. Two Propositions 74
8. The Aftermath 76

XII. THE HAGUE CONFERENCES ON BILLS OF EXCHANGE AND CHEQUES 
 [1910, 1912] 77

XIII. THE HAGUE OPIUM CONFERENCE [1912] 79

XIV. PERSONAL JUBILEES [1908, 1910] 80

XV. NOBEL PEACE PRIZE LAUREATE [1911] 84
1. The Nobel Peace Prize  84
2. Asser’s Award 85
3. The 1911 Ceremony 86
4. Asser’s Nomination 88
5. Asser’s Involvement in Nominating Other Candidates 89
6. Later Dutch Nominees and Nominations [1911-1961]  90

XVI. THE ROYAL NETHERLANDS SOCIETY OF INTERNATIONAL LAW  92
1. The Abortive Endeavour of 1875 92
2. The Relaunch in 1910 92
3. Asser’s Involvement 94



table of contents XI

XVII. THE HAGUE ACADEMY OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 96
1. The Long Pedigree of the Idea 96
2. William Stead’s Interference 97
3. Asser’s Last Dream 98

XVIII. THE  END 101
1. Farewell to Old Friendships 101
2. Honours Until the Very End 102
3. Demise and Funeral 104
4. Obituaries and Appraisal 105

BIOGRAPHY  109

BIBLIOGRAPHY 113


